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if not impossible. As it clearly depends, not on any one commodity only, but
on the sum of all taken together, the difficulty of making such an estimate
will readily be conceived.

Adam Smith has certainly fallen into some decided errors by taking corn
alone. According to his own principles he ought to have preferred labour; and
though I by no means agree with him in thinking that labour may be
considered as a standard measure of value, yet as it enters into the
composition of such a vast proportion of commodities, I should prefer taking
labour to any other one criterion that could be named. Perhaps a mean
between country labour and corn would be the best practical measure. The
addition of the rent of land which the pamphlet of the scoth minister proposes
has nothing to do properly with the value of money, but merely with rank and

riches of another

Hertford May 4th 1808

Dear Sir

Smith left your papers with me with a request that I would write to you on
the subject of them, and I am much ashamed that I should have delayed it so
long; but some unexpected visitors who have been staying in my house,
together with a little press of College business have left me no leisure till this
afternoon.

I have generally been in the habit of considering a certain portion of the
neat or such rent as upon the whole the best substitution for tithes in England.

With a view to a land tax Adam Smith has supposed a plan of registering
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leases, and if such a plan could be adapted to as to prevent collusion, I think
that fifth or some such portion of the actual rents paid according to these
leases, would be the most natural and least violent change that the attainment
of the object would admit. I do not know, however, whether the very small
portions of land into which estates are divided in Ireland, and the consequent
great number of tenants, may not occasion objections to this system which
cannot readily be got over; and I conclude that this is your opinion from your
local knowledge, as you have not yourself suggested it. Would it be possible
to get over the difficulty by valuing the estates, (which must in fact be done
when tithes are valued) and assigning a certain portion of the neat rents of
the whole in lieu of tithes [?) In this case the landholders, whether Catholic
or Protestant would be the direct contributors, and not the Catholic tenantry.
The worst of this plan perhaps is that it would require new surveys and
valuations at certain intervals, which might be both expensive and unpopular.

A general prejudice seems to have prevailed against giving land to the
clergy, though not I think with sufficient reason; but on account of this
prejudice I should fear that the proposal of such a substitution was not likely
to be favourably received. And I should also be apprehensive that in many
parishes it would be necessary to pay a very exorbitant sum in order to get a
contiguous quantity of land fit for the purpose. In other respects the
assignment of land would in my opinion possess many advantages,
particularly that which you justly state as so important, that of removing the
idea of the direct contribution of the Catholic to a Protestant church.

The principal objection to the third plan you have proposed is certainly the
depreciation of money and to estimate this with tolerable accuracy is most

difficult.
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Henry Parnell Esq
49 Baker street

Portman square

set of people, compared with the clergy, and in the progress of society, it
may be expected that inequalities should occasionally take place in the rate at
which the different classes in the state increase in riches. There are many
estates in England where the rents have by no means kept pace with the
advance in the prices of corn and labour. I am quite surprised as you were at
some of the facts relating to Prices mentioned in the pamphlet; and can
hardly believe that the information of the writer is correct as it so contradict
what has taken place in England. He says that in Scotland since 1740 or 50
labour has risen from 1 to 6 and corn from 1 to 2 1/2, but as far as I have
been able to judge from the data I have seen respecting England, corn since
that period has risen rather more than labour. If the fact (Ohe ] as stated in
the pamphlet, it is a strong proof of the effect of our poor laws in England in
lowering the price of labour; but though I believe the poor in Scotland to be
pretty well off, yet I can hardly believe that they are now able to command
considerably above double the quantity of corn that this did in 1740.

On account of the numerous objections which would certainly be stated to
any particular substitute for tithes, Smyth and I were both of opinion that in
discussing the Catholic petition, it would be most prudent to avoid at first the
proposal of a specific plan of commutation for tithes, and to dwell only on
the extreme oppression and distresses to which the lower classes of the Irish
on subject in the present mode of buying them, in order to get if possible, an
assent to the absolute necessity of some change in this particular before the
specific mode of doing it easier under consideration.

The peculiar oppression to which the lower classes of the Irish are exposed
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in the collection of tithes, you have stated in the clearest manner, and we
were both inclined to think that the subject on the whole would have the
fairest chance in the House, by your dwelling almost exclusively on that part
of it; but of this of course from knowing the Limper of the House you have
better means of judging than we have.
Your Scoth pamphlet is too heavy for [ ] frank, but I shall either be in
( ) myself soon, or shall have an opportunity of rending it.
I am, dear sir
with best wishes for your success
on that important question.
Your best humble S[ervan]t
T. Rob[er]t. Malthus
Excuse this hasty scrawl

but I fear I shall be too late for the post

to have the pleasure of seeing you soon. I shall not enter further on the
subject at present. I have the honour to be
Dear sir
Your very obe[dien]t humble S[ervan]t

T. Rob. Malthus
Henry Parnell Esqr

49 Baker Street

Portman Square

108



[TV H ZADOHIS—F )V, KOAY > 7% T O

It is possible that I may have business in Town for a couple of days, either
quite at the beginning of next week, or quite at the end of it, in which case I

will have pleasure of calling upon you in Baker Street.
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Hertford May 12th 1808

Dear Sir,

Smith and I, as you justly suppose, were by no means aware of the
particular situation in which you were placed with regard to tithes, by the
wishes of your constituents. This situation alters the state of the case entirely;
and I fully agree with you in thinking, that as it will probably be expected of
you, that you should make some specific propositions on the subject, it will
be best to make up your mind to that plan of commutation which appears on
the whole to be least objectionable.

I have not been in the way lately of acquiring information relating to
Ireland, and have besides at present but little leisure, so that I fear I can be of
little or no use to you; but any suggestions that may occur to me I shall be
most happy to communicate, and I shall have great pleasure in seeing you at
Hertford at any time that you can make it convenient to call. We shall have a
well-aired bed at your service, which I hope you will do us the favour to
make use of.

I forgot to notice in my last letter an objection to the plan of raising the
amount of tithes in Ireland by general taxes, which I fear may occasion
considerable opposition to it. You have no land tax I believe in Ireland, and
there is no tax but a land tax, which will affect the same persons who pay, or
ought to pay, the tithes at present; a very strong opposition may naturally be
expected from all those persons who may be called upon to pay a
commutation for a species of impost to which they were not before subject. I
just throw out this hint for your consideration. You will be able to judge what

weight ought to be attached to it; and whether, in particular, an Irish Chancellor
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of the Exchequer would not make such a circumstance a strong ground of
objection, as it would diminish the powers of certain classes of the society to
contribute to the expences of the state, while without an entire new system of
taxation, the loss could not be compensated by the proportionably increased

contribution of those who had been relieved from tithes. Hoping
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London June 3 1814

Dear Sir,

Will you allow me to ask you in what volume of your Annals of
Agriculture you have published a list of foreign prices [?]

I wish much to see it but not being a practical agriculturist, I am ashamed
to say, I have not regularly taken in the work, and do not know in what
volume to refer to it.

I am dear sir

with great respect

your obed[ien]t humble s[ervan]t
T. Robler]t Malthus

Have the goodness to address your answer to Mr. Murray's 50 Albemarle Street.
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A[.] Young Esq[r]

Secretary to Board of agriculture &c &c

East India College Hertford
Feb 6th 1816

Dear Sir,

You would very much oblige me if you would give me your opinion on the
following point. Whether the agricultural capital which has so much
increased the produce of the country during the last 20 years, and raised the
rent of the land, independently of any change in the value of the currency, has
been furnished chiefly by tenants or landlords?

I wish much to ascertain this point; and know no person to whom I can
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apply with so fair a prospect of getting the information I want, as to you. I
know therefore you will have the goodness to excuse the liberty I take in
writing. I am much obliged to you for the information what your "Enquiry

into the Rise of Prices in Europe" has given me.

I am dear Sir
with great respect
sincerely yours

T. Rob[er]t Malthus

[®18164E2H6 AT IF D~ IV A5 Y & 755 T DEf]
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Arthur Young Esq
East India College
May 26th 1816

Dear sir

I am much obliged to you for your letter. The delay in mine was
occasioned in the way you suppose.

Though I had obtained some information on the subject on which I write to
you, yet I am happy to have it sanctioned by your opinion and superior
authority. What you state agrees with the result of the conversations I have
occasionally had with persons who have attended to the progress of
agricultural improvement of late years and I believe there can be no doubt
that much the greater part of the capital that has been employed in their
improvements has been generated on the land, and been occasioned in no
inconsiderable degree by the high prices. I have long indeed been aware of
the effects of a high price of raw produce on national wealth, and aware also
fully, of the effects of a paper circulation in this respect, but I think that it is
accompanied with risk, and may easily be pushed so far as to be a gross act
of injustice toward all those who have fixed incomes. For four or five years
before 1808 the commencement of the great separation between bullion and
paper, the price of wheat was between 75 and 80 shillings a quarter, At this
price I think it might remain, under the present corn laws, even should we
return to payment in specie; and probably this price would be sufficient
stimulus to maintain an adequate home supply. Too great a stimulus by means
of a paper circulation would probably occasion a glut and defeat itself.
Growing as we now do our own consumption nearly (on an average) a

moderate excess may occasion a considerable fall in fits even of a full paper
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circulation. Prices would have fallen, if the war had not ceased, though not
nearly to their present degree, and if the corn law had passed a year before
much distress would undoubtedly have been saved
I shall be very much obliged to you for the printed returns you are so good
as to promise me, and am dear Sir, with Sincerely regard and respect
very truly Yours

T Rob[er]t Malthus

[®18164E5 B 26 1T D~ V3 A5 5 ¥ ¥ 77 %0 T D (i)
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Al.] Young Esqr.

32 Sackville street

London

E[ast] I[ndia] Coll[ege] Nov[embe]r 21st 1819

Dear Sir,

I shall always be most happy to comply with a request coming from you,
and only regret that in the present case I can be of little use. There can be no
reason why your friend, under the circumstances in which he stands, should
not apply for any employment in the Company's service which may occur at
home. At the College one of our native teachers has lately retired and there

has been some rumour that the vacancy would be filled up by a European
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Professor or assistant in the Oriental languages; but the Directors are jealous
of any interference of the professors upon these occasions, and a letter from
me would do no sort of good. The only thing to be done therefore, unless you
have any friends in the Direction, is to apply at once to the Chairman Mr.
Majoribanks requesting to know whether there is a vacancy in the Oriental
Department at the East India College, and whether it is open to your friend to
become a Candidate and send in his testimonials. I may mention as a mere
report that I have heard that a brother of Sir Gore Ousely has been talked of,
but the resident body are kept a good deal in the dark on the subject of
appointments, and indeed we are by no means sure that any appointment will
take place on the present occasion. A Director of considerable influence told
the Principal not long since that he thought it would not be considered as
necessary to fill up the vacancy.

Pray can you tell me in what small work I can obtain the best information
respecting the spade husbandry which has lately been talked of. I should like
also to know what you think of it; and whether you are not of opinion that
independently of the object of employing Parish poor, our wastes are most
likely to be cultivated by saving labour on the land, rather than increasing it.
The great obstacle to the cultivation of Wastes is surely that the produce does
not pay the expense of procuring it; and this difficulty it appears to me is

only to be overcome by skill and prices-not more labour.

Believe me dear Sir
with great respect and esteem.
truly yours

T. Rob[er]t Malthus
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